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A Balanced Assessment System

Common 

Core State 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college 

and career 

readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 

schools have 

information and 

tools they need 

to improve 

teaching and 

learning
Interim assessments 
Flexible, open, used 

for actionable 
feedback

Summative 
assessments 

Benchmarked to college 
and career readiness

Educator resources for 
formative assessment 

practices
to improve instruction
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The Digital Library
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An online collection of instructional 

professional learning resources.

• Over 2500 resources and still growing.

• Higher education and K12 educator led, 

developed and reviewed

• Over 900 Smarter educators 

• Over 50 Montana educators



Digital Library Resources

• Vetted against a set of quality criteria

• Supported by research and evidence

• Connect the standards to formative 

assessment practices
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Formative Assessment Process
 Is a deliberate process

 used by teachers and 

students during  instruction

 provides actionable 

feedback

 to adjust ongoing teaching 

and learning strategies
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Tour of the Digital Library 
Features:

 Access by password

 Montana educators employed by Montana 

accredited schools

 Tutorials and Glossaries

 Filters

 Forums

 Resource 

 Cover Profile

 Documents

 Collaboration

 Flag
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MontCAS Contacts

Ashley Makowski, Assessment Assistant

406-444-3511 amakowski@mt.gov

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist

406-444-0748, yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Digital Library

pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations

pschultz2@mt.gov

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director

406-444-3656, jsnow@mt.gov
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